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1,20,000 acres of land, much of it in the arid taluks of
Mandya, Malvalli and T. Narasapur. The work is progress-
ing rapidly.

The great lake and the rush of water through the sluice
gates are impressive and beautiful sights; but hardly
comparable with the beauty and majesty of the immense
cataract of water which, when the height of the great wall
was not more than ninety feet, came rushing over the top
and crashed down in one unbroken glorious mass. Wonder-
fully grand, inexpressibly beautiful, it was a sight never
to be forgotten, never to be seen again.

#             #             *             *             #

In connexion with the early work at the dam the
name of one man must be for ever sacred. Captain
Bernard Dawes, R.E., Chief Engineer of the State at the
time, in 1909 was prospecting at the Krishnaraja-katte,
some miles above the present dam. The bund there had
been severely damaged by abnormal floods; the ryots'
water-supply was seriously threatened, and Capt. Dawes
determined, in the face of great difficulty and danger, to
repair it. He and seven coolies, or fishermen, were in a
boat trying to fix pipais (tubs) of cement where sand-bag
barriers had been swept away. A sudden rush of water
overturned the boat, and all but one of those who were in
it swam safely to shore. Capt. Dawes saw the* man
struggling, jumped into the current and swam to the
rescue, but was caught apparently by some under-tow, and
sank at once. The fisherman struggled to shore, but it
was four days before the body of the man who had given
his life for another was found, far down the riverside.

That Capt. Dawes' sacrifice really did appeal to the
imagination of the people, and that their gratitude was
deep and real, is proved by a gift of Rs. 600, which was